
 

Department President’s Bulletin #11 

July 2020 

 

As we venture into July and some posts are starting to reopen, I encourage each of you to continue to 

keep your safety and that of your family and friends in the forefront of your minds.  As you venture out 

more into your communities, don’t forget we have some very vulnerable people out there that can still 

use our help.  The community service projects you all have done with respect to making masks for 

members in your communities or delivering groceries and all other manners of assistance are still 

needed.  Many have not gone back to work and the additional unemployment will run out soon.  All 

those activities have helped in more ways than any of us can ever know.  Please ensure you keep up 

with all your activities, hours, number of volunteers and dollars spent.  I would expect this year with all 

the kindness shown across the country by members of our organization, next year’s impact numbers 

going to Congress will be huge. 

 

I would like to take this time thank all the officers and chairman who agreed to remain in place.  While 

many did not have to send a year-end report, if you had a chairmanship where scholarships were 

involved, activities around poppies and of course the year end impact numbers, you did have to 

communicate with the Southern Division.  Thank you for getting that information in and on time.  Any 

units or districts that, once things are more open decide to hold an election (keep in mind your 

unit/district governing documents should tell you what proper procedure is) understand your members 

have not been having meetings so next Monday (as an example) being your normal meeting day just 

might not be at the forefront of their minds.  Please give them a 30-day notice of an election meeting as 

many do want to participate and with all life’s changes this year, there may be childcare or other 

arrangements that cannot be made just at a moment’s notice.  The more inclusive, the stronger the unit.  

If you do have an election or make some changes, PLEASE send that information to Department 

headquarters as soon as you have it.  We need to be sure we are communicating with the proper people 

from your units. 

 

Some of you have already received your membership cards.  Please ensure the Department Secretary 

knows who has them and who the membership chairman and remit to person are.   This will assist us 

because as some of you are aware, we have been reaching out helping and just checking in on your unit 

membership chairman.  Also, we have been reaching out to our members who have not renewed 2019 

or 2020.  Should you hear from some of these members, it is the Department Membership Team doing 

that.  We have been reaching out by phone, email and postcards.      

 

Lastly, if you are a Department chairman, your Southern Division Chairman has not stopped sending 

emails encouraging continuation with the programs.  Any changes will appear on National’s website. 

They are also sending a lot of great information for you to pass along.  It is perfectly fine to include 

information they send in our Department monthly bulletins. It’s not always easy to reword something 

and a lot of times, the picture involved in what they send speaks volumes to that project.  We are 

looking forward to another exciting year filled with communication, keeping ALL our members in the 

know.  Please continue your Centennial celebrations as we will be celebrating through National 

Convention 2021 in Phoenix, AZ.  As you celebrate, please send me information on what you did along 



with photos or tag me on social media.  Celebrating does not have to be a party.  It can be as simple as 

donating one hundred sandwiches to a feeding the homeless campaign or 100 socks to the children of 

homeless veterans.  One hundred pencils to help with back to school efforts never hurt.  Get the gist?  

One hundred somethings celebrate 100 years of the American Legion Auxiliary doing our part.  Thank 

you for all you do and for your dedication to our wonderful organization. 

 

One Family, One Mission, One Voice  
 

 

Bonita Robey 

Department President 

2019-2020 

bcrobey@gmail.com (daytime/anytime contact) 

(270) 893-1126 (evening contact) 
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Good Day Kentucky!! I miss seeing everyone so much! Hopefully we can get together soon.  

I just received the totals for Child Welfare. They are nowhere near our goal, but this has not been a 

normal year!!! Please send in what you can. This foundation does awesome work. 

Take care of yourselves! Hope to see you soon!😁 

 

Dee Schutz  

Child Welfare chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education 

July 

Hello, Auxiliary members! Thanks to those of you who sent year-end reports. 

They really helped me to summarize our activities for the National Education 

Chairman who requested that information. Before the pandemic hit, we were 

having a successful year, and I am proud of the work we have done. 

You were terrific this year in promoting the National President’s scholarships, as 

well as the Department’s. While we did not have a national winner from 

Kentucky, we had several outstanding candidates. Please continue to provide the 

scholarship information to students in your area.  

The recipient of the Department’s Laura Blackburn Memorial Scholarship is Caleb 

Hardesty of Hanson, KY. Caleb was sponsored by Maurice K. Gordon Unit 6 in 

Madisonville. He was ranked #1 in his class at Madisonville North Hopkins High 

School. Besides school activities, he has been deeply involved in the Boy Scouts, 

having achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. He also participates in his church’s 

activities. He has been on several mission trips where he learned many skills from 

working on roofs in Memphis to hauling rock and teaching the Bible to children in 

Guatemala. He is indeed a well-rounded young man. Caleb will be attending the 

University of Alabama in Birmingham to study mechanical engineering with a 

minor in medical sciences or bioengineering. He hopes to innovate and design 

prosthetic devices to, in part, help veterans. We Auxiliary members should feel 

great pride in helping this young man achieve his goals. 

On a personal note, I want to let you know that I will not be serving President 

Bonita as Education Chairman next year. I am taking a huge step and will be 

moving to Florida in August where I will be closer to my stepdaughter Jerri, the 

granddaughters, and great-grandchildren. I am excited about this new venture, 

but sad to be leaving all of you. I plan to keep my membership with the 

Department of Kentucky and return for Department Conventions each year. And, 

of course, go to next year’s National Convention to celebrate our own Kathy 

Daudistel’s installation as ALA National President. My e-mail and phone number 

will remain the same if you would like to keep in touch. I will miss you, and I wish 

for each of you a very successful year. Thanks for your support and for the 

memories. 

 

Donna Thurman,                                     donnathurman113@yahoo.com 

Education Chairman                                270-268-3296 
 



                                           

NEC 
July 2020 

Here is a link to a short video from Nicole Chernish, Travel Logistics Planner, on how to be a 

good virtual meeting participant. National Headquarters thought this might be a fun way for 

our members to get to know the NHQ staff a bit better so be on the lookout for more videos to 

come. This link is hidden on the ALA YouTube Channel so you will need this link to access: 

https://youtu.be/kzZ_dozptpk 

The ALA was invited to attend the Women's Memorial in Washington DC for a surprise 90th 

birthday party for General Wilma in March.  The event was cancelled but we still donated to 

this worthy cause. We recently received a thank you and the note indicated that WIMSA is 

preparing to launch a national campaign to add 100,000 new stories of service to their 

Register.  Our donation will be used to enhance the vision of registering EVERY woman who has 

served in and with, our country's military service. 

 The American Legion 

  

For God and country 

           MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE P.O. BOX 1055 INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206 

                                                                        (317) 630-1350  Fax (317) 630-1368 

www.legion.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

American Legion National Commander: Unequal treatment violates nation’s highest values 

         (INDIANAPOLIS – June 12, 2020) – American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” 

Oxford issued the following statement today: 

            “The American Legion stands on principles and serves purposes worldwide that are 

violated when justice, freedom and democracy are not applied equally, regardless of race, 

color, creed or class. These principles formed the foundation of the organization over a century 

ago, in a very different and deeply divided time in U.S. society. As our nation grieves and tries to 

reconcile the unconscionable deaths of African-American citizens George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, 

Ahmaud Arbery, retired St. Louis Police Capt. David Dorn, Federal Protective Services Officer 

Patrick Underwood in Oakland, Calif., and others, The American Legion stands firm in a value it 

has upheld, in the form of a national resolution, first adopted 1923:  

             WHEREAS, The fundamental law of our country guarantees to all peoples equal rights 

and equal opportunities and the right to worship their God as they see fit; and... 

WHEREAS Membership of The American Legion is made up of those who served our 

country in a time of great national stress, without distinction as to race, color, creed or 

class; and... 

 

https://youtu.be/kzZ_dozptpk


RESOLVED, ...That we consider any individual, group of individuals, or organizations, 

which creates, or fosters racial, religious or class strife among our people, or which takes into 

their own hands the enforcement of law, determination of guilt, or infliction of punishment, 

to be un-American, a menace to our liberties, and destructive to our fundamental law; and be 

it finally 

RESOLVED, That we consider such actions by any individual, groups, or organizations, 

to be inconsistent with the ideals and purposes of The American Legion. 

              “This resolution’s place in The American Legion’s conscience is so timeless it was 

reaffirmed, in full, at the organization’s 99th National Convention in 2017. 

“Throughout its history, The American Legion has fought to improve racial equality not only for 

veterans, but for the communities they serve. In 1919, African-American veterans of World War 

I were among the organization’s founders who adopted a mission statement – the Preamble to 

The American Legion Constitution – that pledges among other things ‘to maintain law and 

order,’ ‘promote peace and goodwill on earth’ and ‘safeguard and transmit to posterity the 

principles of justice, freedom and democracy.’ 

“Where the law has been broken, justice must be served. Where freedom has been 

denied, it must be returned, without prejudice. Our nation has much to consider as we 

continue to strive toward a shared goal found in the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag: ‘with 

liberty and justice for all.’ All means all. Anything less than complete equality in the execution 

of these values today is as un-American now as it was in 1923.” 

 The American Legion, www.legion.org, is the nation’s largest veterans service organization and was 

founded in 1919 on the four pillars of a strong national defense, the care and wellbeing of U.S. military veterans, 

patriotic youth programs, and Americanism. 

 

NATIONAL SECURITY 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 2019-2021 SUPPLEMENT TO THE PROGRAMS ACTION PLAN  
  

 What is this program, and why do we have it?  
 The National Security program maintains and promotes a strong national defense by 
strengthening and supporting military service members and their families.   
  
National Security Awards Deadlines and Submission Requirements:  
 Taking the time to share a favorite story about the positive impact you or someone you know 
has had on our mission is worth doing! It helps us tell the world who we are, what we do, and 
why we matter. Just three simple steps to add your part to our national success story:  

http://www.legion.org/


1) Please follow instructions as you fill out the National Report and Awards Cover Sheet found 
in the awards section of the Annual Supplement to the Programs Action Plan.   
2) Provide details/examples about the activity as outlined in the 2017-2022 Programs Action 
Plan.   
3) Make sure to include your data from 2019-2021 in your report.  
 
National Report and Awards Cover Sheet, deadlines, and National Security committee contact 
information may be found on the National Security committee page on the national website, 
www.ALAforVeterans.org. 
A) Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit National Security Program (per division)  
      • Deadline: June 1, 2021  
      • Send to national division chairman postmarked or emailed by 5 p.m. EST on the deadline 
listed above.  

  
B.) Department Award: Dorothy Pearl Best Department National Security Program (per 
division)  
       • Deadline: June 1, 2021  
       • Send to national division chairman postmarked or emailed by 5 p.m. EST on the deadline 
listed above  
 
National Security Reporting: 
  
Mid-Year Reports: Mid-Year reports reflect the program work of units in the department and 
are intended as an opportunity for mid-year correction. Each department National Security 
chairman is required to submit a narrative report by January 5, 2021 to the division National 
Security chairman, plus copy the National Security chairman, so please send me your report by 
Dec. 1, 2020. 
 
Year-End Reports:  
Annual reports reflect the program work of units in the department and may result in a national 
award for participants if award requirements are met. Each department National Security 
chairman is required to submit a narrative report by May 15, 2021 to the division National 
Security chairman, plus copy the National Security chairman. Members and units should follow 
their department’s protocol and deadlines for report submissions at the department level, so 
please send your Year-End reports to me by April 1, 2021. 

*******                   
                   

We are the American Legion Auxiliary. 
We are called to serve. 
We respect our country and the service of those who defend our freedoms. 
We are loyal to our United States Constitution and to those who protect it.  
We are humbled by the courage of our veterans and their families.  
We are alone, yet we stand together. 
We are daughters, brothers and sisters, mothers, and fathers. We are family.  
We are of every color. We are of every faith.  
We are of every age. 
We are anyone and everyone.  
We are common and extraordinary. 
We are citizens.  

http://www.alaforveterans.org/


We live in small towns. 
We live in suburbs. 
We live in cities.  
We work in fields, in factories, warehouses, offices, at home.  
We are a community. We help one another.  
We love our flag and all that it stands for. 
We are many. We are one.  
We are the American Legion Auxiliary. A Community of Volunteers  
Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families.  
We commit ourselves to the ideal: Service Not Self. 
 
We know that military service is a sacrifice for the whole family, so ALA members 
quietly look for ways to ease the burden—whatever it takes to get that family back on 
their feet physically, mentally, socially and vocationally. If we don’t have the resources, 
we connect military families with our partners who do. 
 
In honoring our veterans, one of our core values is to demonstrate and pass on respect 
for our country and our nation’s flag. We promote patriotic youth programs, most notably 
the American Legion Auxiliary Girls State and Girls Nation programs, held regionally 
and nationally, along with education programs, contests and scholarships in local school 
systems. 
 
Making our communities better places in which to live is another core value put into 
action by American Legion Auxiliary members every day across the country. Whether 
hosting a stand down to bring vital health and support services to homeless veterans, or 
coordinating a send-off or welcome-home event for a deployed military unit, ALA 
members are continuously at work in their communities, demonstrating the compassion 
and heart we have for those who serve our country and protect our freedoms. 
Special 100th Anniversary History Program Facts: In 1924, Mrs. O.D. Oliphant (New Jersey) was 
elected National President. Under her leadership, the first Women’s Patriotic Conference on 
National Defense was held in Washington, D.C. in February 1925.  
  
While in 1942, Mrs. Alfred J. Mathebat (California) was elected National President. Wartime 
rationing and travel restrictions continued to affect every American, including Auxiliary 
members, forcing cancellation of the Women’s Patriotic Conference on National Defense. 
National President, Mrs. Rae Ashton (Utah), chaired the first Women’s Forum on National 
Security, in January 1953, in Washington D.C. First Lady Mamie Eisenhower and Mrs. Pat Nixon, 
wife of the vice president, hosted the forum at the White House.  
  
In 1973, with the still active Vietnam War, two Resolutions were passed by the delegates to the 
National Convention. One to continue support of the National League of Families and one to 
declare Memorial Day 1974 as a day to shout to Congress to “Get Our Men Home”.  In 1981, 
the American Legion Auxiliary Awareness Assembly held in Washington, D.C., replaces the 
Women’s Forum on National Security.  
  
In 1988, the National Security Committee Chairman, Linda Boone, reported that units and 
departments efforts raised and donated a total of $108,400 for National President Alice Galka’s 
special project, the USO.  
  

https://www.alaforveterans.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.alaforveterans.org/ALA-Girls-Nation/


The National Security Committee has remained continuous with the program. In 2015, the new 
ALA Military Readiness Action Guide was launched and provided members with a valuable 
online resource to assist in locating services for active-duty, reservists, and National Guard 
members. 
 
As our posts are slowly opening back up, continue to stay safe while you continue working with 
and helping our servicemembers, veterans, their families, and our communities. Have a great 
4th of July and a wonderful summer. 
 
A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families 
Jerilynn Kabel, NEC 
National Security Chairman 
kabelgal@hotmail.com 
502-779-0501 (This is my new phone number) 
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July Finance  

by:   Alica “BC” Buser, Chair 

a_buser@fuse.net 

859 620 7625 

Hello, 

For this bulletin I want to remind everyone updates for the Dept Raffle.  The Department Fundraiser raffle 

has been rescheduled for our Fall conference, October 10th 11:30 to Noon.  I can use your help on this 

and here is what we need to do to comply with gaming: 

1.  Let everyone know, whom you have sold tickets to, the new date.   So, announce at meetings, in 
bulletins/newsletters and hang up at a central contact place such as Post Home.   Call me at 859 
620 7625 if this task would not cover the ticket buyers so we can decide the best process for the 
update. 

2. Update the date/time/place on any unsold tickets by marking out or placing a sticker on them 
before selling.  Again, call me if this is too burdensome for you and we can discuss. 

3. When tickets are sold, go ahead and send them on to me with money.  Checks can be made 
payable to ALA Dept of Kentucky (memo saying dept raffle).  My address is Alica Buser, 78 W 
Southgate Ave, Fort Thomas KY 41075.  Any district presidents or others with sold tickets, please 
go ahead and send those on to me as well.   
  

Thanks to everyone who sent in their tickets and money.  If the checks were payable to me, they have 

been cashed and I replaced with cash.   Jennifer will be depositing the ones made to ALA Dept of 

Kentucky.  As mentioned, the prizes are $500, $100, $100, $50 and $50.  Five chances to win.  Everyone 

loves a chance at some extra cash, so they should still go fairly easily.   Also, if you want more, we have 

plenty. Just let us know.    

Also, a quick thank you to those units returning any unsold tickets.  This is a huge help to make sure that 

tickets did not get lost in the process.   We appreciate your diligence and commitment to Veterans and 

our organization. 

Reminder that all assessments (VA&R and Operating) should have been paid by now.   Here is a list of 

units by district that have 1 or both not yet paid:   Dist 1:  72;  Dist 2:  2, 9 and 243;    Dist 3:  29, 61, 62, 

119;  Dist 4:  42, 49, 82, 87, 101, 121, 124, 247, 288;  Dist 5:  45, 220, 278;  Dist 6: 20, 41, 109;  Dist 7:  

8, 67, 79, 165, 176, 257;  Dist 8:  All good!!   Dist 9:  All good!!!   Dist 10: 66, 152;  Dist 11:  16.  If you 

think you have already paid, then contact Jennifer to see what might have happened; but first, please 

verify your check was cashed.   

 

Thanks to everyone working our programs and supporting our Veterans. Have a very safe and peaceful 

summer. 

     

BC 

 

mailto:a_buser@fuse.net


 

July 2020 Membership Bulletin 

Hello Auxiliary Family, 

We are so proud of everything you do!  All the Units have been working hard on their membership! 

Congratulations to all Units working on collecting 2019 dues as well as 2020, we have made big progress. 

Some Posts are starting to reopen and activities are starting to resume, please stay safe. Now is an 

essential time to ensure all your member’s dues are current, so they can have access to all their 

member benefits, if necessary. 

 Please continue to check in on your members, Veterans and their families.   

We would like to inform all members that the 2019-2020 Membership Team will remain in office 

through the 2020-2021 year. We are here to help, feel free to contact us! 

The Team would like to remind all units to make sure their Leadership contact information on ALAMIS 

is correct; we need a contact email and/or phone number for membership for each unit. When we 

contact you, please respond, it may be that we are simply checking in on your unit. Also, when you 

have deceased members, please notify the Department Secretary and Chaplain, so it can be 

documented in Department. Please make sure all your members are informed that they can pay their 

dues online @ alaforveterans.org, by phone to National 1-317-569-4564 or by paying to their unit and 

the unit sending dues and transmittal to Department. Do not send any paperwork to National because 

it needs to go through Department. 

 Tools are in place to help you, alaforveterans.org and our department Membership Facebook page @ 

ALA Dept of Ky Membership. 

Be kind, find your joy and include all members! 
Membership Team 
Membership is our Heartbeat, Be part of our Rhythm 
One Family, One Mission, One Voice 
Edna Shupe Bland, Chair        sis.bland@gmail.com    606-261-8321 
April Ward, co-chair          alynne4869@gmail.com    859-743-8673 
Cindy McKinney, co-chair         cindyxsturm@yahoo.com    270-625-6258 
Marie Shouse, co-chair            mariebardstown@aol.com    502-460-0050 
Pat Bryant, co-chair               patnlemuel@aol.com    270-403-3774 
 
 

mailto:sis.bland@gmail.com
mailto:alynne4869@gmail.com
mailto:cindyxsturm@yahoo.com
mailto:mariebardstown@aol.com
mailto:patnlemuel@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Headquarters 
July 2020 
 
Hope everyone is staying safe! 
 
Normally we would be gearing up for our Department Convention, but sadly things don’t 
always work out as expected.   
 
 

****IMPORTANT**** 
2021 membership cards – Normally the 2021 membership cards would be passed out 
at the Convention and as you know that will not be happening.  If you would like to pick 
your UNIT’S membership cards up at the office (134 Walnut Street, Frankfort) you must 
let me know by June 30, 2020. Please send me an e-mail (aladeptaux@yahoo.com).  If 
I do not hear from you before June 30, 2020, they will be mailed.  I will be mailing the 
cards to the “remit to” individual that is on file.  If that person/address has changed, then 
you must let me know before June 30, 2020.  If you do not let me know, and your 
cards get lost and/or mailed to the wrong person, your Unit will be responsible for 
the fee that is charged to replace the cards. Thank you to the Units/District that have 
responded. 
 
 This will be a costly endeavor, so PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let me know the correct 
person/address to mail the cards too. 
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS – please send me a current list of District Officers, please 
include name/address/phone 
 
Unit - please send me a current list of Unit officers. 
 
This information is used to send the monthly bulletins.  If I don’t have the correct 
information, I cannot send you the bulletins. 
 
Until we meet again, please stay safe! 
 
Jennifer Mullins, Dept. Secretary 
134 Walnut Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
502-352-2380-office 
502-352-2381 – fax 
502-395-3275 - cell 
aladeptaux@yahoo.com 

mailto:aladeptaux@yahoo.com

